NOBEL
to the energy and industry shown by Nobel and his sons. The
engines which they built for the Russian fleet constituted an
important element in Russia's maritime defences of that time, and
they were very highly appreciated. The first of these powerful
engines were constructed in Petersburg. The ships Vola and
Gangud sailed in the Baltic, and the gunboat Rcittmsan, a two-decker
carrying eighty-four guns, inspired respect for the Russian fleet
in the Mediterranean. Meanwhile it proved to be necessary to
apply every effort to build a still larger navy of steamships if
possible. N. J. Putiloff, a well-known shipbuilder of the time,
got the order from the Government to build a hundred gunboats,
fourteen corvettes and six cruisers. Nobel and his sons proved
experienced and energetic collaborators, and with their assistance
the engines and guns for three corvettes were completed within
a year. Nobel's workshops produced altogether eleven engines,
with a capacity of two hundred to five hundred horse-power, for
the Fleet."
In 1853 Nobel was awarded an Imperial gold medal for his
services to Russian industry, a distinction which cannot often have
been conferred upon a foreigner.
In order to be able to meet the requirements of the Govern-
ment, Nobel constructed new works with his own and borrowed
money, which are said to have been capable of employing over a
thousand workmen. He had the written undertaking of the
Government that he should always get orders in the future, if he
would undertake the deliveries that were urgently required during
the war. But the Emperor Nicholas died, peace was concluded,
and the new Government simply disregarded the promises made by
its predecessor. It reverted to the old system of placing orders
abroad, and Nobel's factory was left to its fate. In April, 1857, he
wrote to Ahlsell: " You commiserate with me in my losses through
the fire; but considerable though these losses were, they are only a
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